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context 



early 20th century & before: limehouse (cantonese), pennyfields (shanghainese)
seafare/sailors, predominantly men

chinese laundries, dwindle after at home washing 
machines + launderettes appeared

post ww2: move to bayswater, soho (gerrad street)
property was cheap, send money back + save to bring family over
restaurants, catering

1911 census: 582
1931 census: 1934
1961 census: 38,730

http://www.bl.uk/learning/timeline/item107673.html
"the chinese restaurant - we came the right time, in the right 
place and do it right"

open late, with "carpet and tableclothes"
"we don't insist to say you have to have Chinese"

1974, mentions that chinese in london are 
dispersed, soho rent too high to sustain a 
residential convergence

"Man" village & people, migration: "an 
economic venture" , "transients in an alien 
culture - sojourners working only for the 
day when they can retire to their home 
village" (219).

2011 census: 393,141
25.2% 18-24, 12.2% 25 to 29

excerpt from graph: Percentage of the Chinese population 
of England and Wales living in each local authority area 
(top 13 areas labelled).

https://www.ethnicity- facts- figures.service.gov.uk/summaries/chinese- ethnic- group

http://www.portcities.org.uk/london/server/show/ConNarrative- 
127/chapterId/2614/Chinese- in- the- Port- of- London.html

England & Wales census data

Chinese communities in London, 20th Century

- gather around universities
- cities of departure and arrival both important in 
migrating decisions,
- for mainland chinese, beijing is an important pit 
stop city
- uk immigration laws shifting who gets to legally 
migrate, family ties and associations not enough, 
thus also signifying a shift in the resources (skills, 
knowledge, rather than money) accumulated to 
take back when returning, although PR more 
common among HK migrants
- a single "chinese community" does not really exist, 
uk entry is "solitary business", soho chinatown not 
center of life

2015

chinese: self identifying

chinese: ethnicity

staging

personal collective

now historical

language

memory

identity

historical context: chinese migrants in London

B4

"CHINESE"

cultural/ethnic (diaspora)

nationality

political affiliation

han 

other non- ruling ethnic minorities:
neither referred to as Chinese nor non- Chinese

"non Chinese ruled" dynasties:
- yuan  mongol
- qing  manchu

historical
contemporary

han 

ethnic minorites



social context: acculturation

 "individuals need to belong to a group in order to secure a firm sense 
of well- being" (Sam and Berry 2010)

AFFECTIVE: EMOTIONAL, PSYCHOLOGICAL WELL BEING

BEHAVIORAL: CULTURAL SPECIFIC SKILLS (language)

COGNITIVE: SOCIAL IDENTITY

ACCULTURATION: refers to the process of cultural 
and psychological change that results following 
meeting between cultures. (Sam and Berry, 2010)

one way process

two way process between host & incoming. studies often 
approach acculturation from non- dominant ethnocultural 
groups, but the dominant group also affects the direction of 
acculturation (Berry, 2005)

Reciprocity in mutual attitudes: If immigrants experience rejection from the society of 
settlement, then they are more likely to reject them in return (Sam and Berry, 2010)

acculturative stress factors international students:
language
education: mismatch in expectation to the realities of uni life
sociocultural
discrimination
practical
(Smith and Khawaja, 2011)

the experience of personal involvement in a system or environment so that persons feel themselves to be an 
integral part of that system or environment (Hagerty, Lynch- Sauer, Patusky Bouwsema, and Collier,1992)

diverse constructions of national identity

imagined communal history, cultural, myths
Komisarof and Leong, 2020

"Not every group or individual enters into, participates in, or changes in the same way during their 
acculturation. Vast individual differences in psychological acculturation exist, even among individuals who 
have the same cultural origin and who live in the same accul- turative arena" (Sam and Berry, 2010)

ASSIMILATION

INTERGRATION

SEPARATION

MARGINALIZATION

original culture ✗
host culture ✔

original culture ✔
interaction with host ✗

original culture ✔
interaction with host ✔

original culture ✗
interaction with new ✗

attitude of immigrant attitude of larger society

intergration preferred, 
but preferred  ≠ actual 
(Sam and Berry, 2010)

MELTING POT

MULTICULURALISM

SEGREGATION

EXCLUSION

study of 5000 immigrant youth living in 13 countries, 
integration > ethnic (separation) > national (assimilation) > 
marginalization. but all four strategies co- exist. (Berry, 2005)

Berry, 2005

Sam and Berry, 2010

Smith and Khawaja, 2011

Komisarof and Leong, 2020



artistic context: spatial

B4

Martha Rosler, If You Lived Here, 1989

http://www.martharosler.net/if-you-lived-here-carousel

Rirkrit Tiravanija, Tomorrow is the Question, 2019

https://www.kurimanzutto.com/news/rirkrit-tiravanija-tomorrow-is-the-question



artistic context: language

B4

Jenny Holzer, Inflammatory Essays, 2020 at Tate Modern Barbara Kruger, Your Body is a Battleground, 2016 at The Broad



artistic context: life

B4

Instagram Post @chinesegraffitihub

https://www.instagram.com/p/CNrM83KneJ6/

Instagram Post @chinesegraffitihub

https://www.instagram.com/p/CNfa4SRnVBu/

Weibo Post @ᰀਁbot 
https://weibo.com/7441955335/JCZCj0mkX

Weibo Post @ᰀਁbot 
https://weibo.com/7441955335/K2Fko7906



desk as a space



desk: text reference

B4

image: https://www.peterhessler.net/

excerpt from River Town: Two Years on the Yangtze



desk: visual reference, 2nd hand ikea tables from buy & sell groups

got these three



desk: visual reference from weibo & douban

weibo: 100+ replies :))) 
asked account about living in uk to send for me

https://weibo.com/1909229055/KaKEG3uLt


douban: 10 replies :((( 
sent in a forum titled “can i see your desk”

https://www.douban.com/group/topic/218334565/

https://weibo.com/1909229055/KaKEG3uLt


text



-1920s
-third person

Books:
ԫḘ Mr. Ma and His Son
᩶ৼโ Zhao Ziyue
ᘌୟጱ߽ Lao Zhang’s Philosophy

ᘌᛣ lǎo shě 

first iteration:  
chinese + literal translation

text references aka the writers who have my

B3

image: https://tinyurl.com/2pm74553

-2000s onwards
-first person

Books and Articles:
A Lover’s Discourse

A Concise Chinese-English Dictionary for Lovers
One Language is Not Enough (Guardian Article)

second iteration:  
chinese + english loose match

᮳ੜ guō xiǎolǔ 

image: http://www.guoxiaolu.com/st_X's-eyes.htm

https://tinyurl.com/2pm74553


the process

1.all quotes printed out

2.grouped according to match with chinese text

3. pick out the one that matches the best



matching text according to key elements

beijing, london 
can’t remember 
like a dream

beijing, london 
unable to express 

vagueness

rain, sadness water, drifting

beijing, school english, language

beijing, night, noise beijing, night, noise

london, loneliness english, alienation

london, street scene london, street scene



final text

̽ԫḘ̾�0U�0D�DQG�+LV�6RQ�
ҁḘশ҂ᒈࣁሳᎪᇈ༵ጱ᭲Ӥ҅ॡᴡ૪៧ԧ҅ࢮلጱՈժԞවੱԧ̶ 
SHE STOOD ON THE SIDEWALK OF MARBLE ARCH. THE SUN HAD LONG SET, AND CROWDS IN THE PARK HAD DISSIPATED.
EDITED ORIGINAL CHINESE �� –> � Ma Wei (character name) –> She

̽ᘌୟጱ߽̾�/DR�=KDQJŇV�3KLORVRSK\�
অ؟ᐾज़ጱᕡᵨ҅ӞᄆӞᄆጱٯ᭐ᮎӷӻঀҁଙ҂ጱஞఘ̶ 
LIKE LIGHT RAIN FALLING ON AUTUMN NIGHTS, FREEZING THE TWO GIRLS’ MOOD DROP BY DROP.
EDITED ORIGINAL CHINESE �� –> �� Young Men –> Young Women

̽᩶ৼโ̾�=KDR�=L\XH 
ज़Ⴎԧ҅ᝑӧฎᰦἩ༵ጱᰦ्߇߇ጱդᤒ፳ᯢᨸ፻ጱ۹Ղ᧔ᦾ҅۹Ղउ፥ᥝ؟Ӟݝय़ྒᇍᮎԍᶉਿԧ̶ 
THE NIGHT WAS DEEP. IF IT WASN’T FOR THE SOUNDS OF THE BELL FROM BELL DRUM TOWER SLEEP TALKING ON BEHALF 
OF A SHABBY AND NARCOLEPTIC BEIJING, THE CITY WOULD BE AS SILENT AS A BIG DEAD COW. 

̽ԫḘ̾�0U�0D�DQG�+LV�6RQ�
ҁ՜҂ࣖࣁᱻৼ᯾҅ލ፳ᤋӤጱ्҅כࣀᗔጱᰦ̶्ҁ՜҂Ꭳ᭲ᬮ๋ࣁᔺᅾᳺጱևශ҅ݢฎਿ҅ᝒ҅অ؟ҁ՜҂ࣁ౧
ॅဉᄏ᯾ᇿឌ҅অࣁ؟ងછӤӞᗭᰀềݶ̶ 
SHE SAT IN THE SHOP, LISTENING TO THE SOUNDS OF CARS ON THE STREET, AND BELLS FROM ST. PAUL’S. SHE KNEW 
THAT SHE WAS STILL IN BUSTLING LONDON, BUT SHE WAS LONELY AND BITTER, AS IF SHE WAS THE ONLY PERSON 
WANDERING AROUND THE GOBI DESERT, AS IF SHE WAS LIVING ON A STRANDED ISLAND WITH WILD BIRDS.
EDITED ORIGINAL CHINESE � –> � He –> She 

̽ᘌୟጱ߽̾�/DR�=KDQJŇV�3KLORVRSK\ 
ҁ՜҂ጱझࣖ៧۹ࣁՂ۹उक़҅ᐶᙯᳪྲᐶਞਧᳪᬪጱӞӻੜ꧒Ӥ̶ 
HER SCHOOL WAS LOCATED OUTSIDE OF THE NORTHERN GATE OF BEIJING, IN A TOWN THAT WAS CLOSER TO GATE OF 
VIRTUOUS TRIUMPH THAN THE GATE OF PEACE AND STABILITY. 
EDITED ORIGINAL CHINESE � –> � Him –> Her

̽ԫḘ̾�0U�0D�DQG�+LV�6RQ 
ӧ֕ဌํ፡Ӟ፡ևශ҅۹ՂՋԍدԞํᅩᦕӧႴԧ̶کବࢥᇈ༵ܖᬟํӻ᷿᷿ᱻဌํҘҁ՜҂کࢵ҅፥؟ӻൾӧႴጱ̶ 
DIDN’T GET A GOOD LOOK AT LONDON. CAN’T REMEMBER WHAT BEIJING LOOKED LIKE EITHER. WAS THERE A PASTRY 
SHOP BY THE FOUR ARCHWAY GATES? COMING TO ENGLAND WAS LIKE A VAGUE DREAM FOR HER.
EDITED ORIGINAL CHINESE � –> � Him –> Her

ᛥଣช�ևශ�������������6KX�4LQJFKXQ�/RQGRQ���������� 

A Concise Chinese-English Dictionary for Lovers
RAINING STREETS WITH PEOPLE WAITING FOR THEIR NEVER-COMING BUS. 
LONDON IS SUCH A DESOLATE PLACE. 
ӥᵨጱᤋಥ፳ᮎԶᒵஇ፳ᬱ᮷ӧտጱ૬ॊጱՈժ̶ևශݢ፥ฎӞӻٷٴጱࣈො̶�

A Lover’s Discourse
ONLY THE RIPPLING DARK WATER REMAINED. ‘AND THIS KIND OF LIFE HAS MADE 
ME FEEL EVEN MORE ROOTLESS.’ 
 ဌํ໑̶ےӥᬯᤒᶎႉᄒጱႮ̶ᬯᐿኞၚᦏ౯ๅۃݝ

A Concise Chinese-English Dictionary for Lovers
WHEN I AM ALONE IN BEIJING IN MY FLAT, AN OBSCURE NIGHT, NOISY 
CONSTRUCTION SITES OUTSIDE MY WINDOW, I STILL CAN FEEL THAT PAIN. 
ํ҅ײ୮౯ӞӻՈ۹ࣁޜՂጱੇل᯾҅Ӟӻ෫ݷጱज़᯾҅ᑻक़ጱૡޔࣈᳺ፳҅౯ׁᆐᚆఽک
ᮎᐿዳ̶ 

A Lover’s Discourse
EVEN THOUGH I SPEAK ENGLISH, (….) STILL, I FEEL MONOLINGUAL. REALLY, I HAD 
ONLY ONE LANGUAGE. (AND) EVEN WORSE, I COULD NOT POSSESS THIS 
LANGUAGE. IT ALIENATED ME AND IT WAS NEVER MINE.
ᡱᆐ౯ݢզᦖ҅౯ׁᆐఽᥧ౯ฎӞӻܔᘏ̶౯ํݝӞᐿ҅Ӭ౯ܩ෫ဩํਙ̶ਙᙧ
ᐶ౯҅Ԟӧ้ฎ౯ጱ̶ 
OMITTED WORDS IN BETWEEN

A Lover’s Discourse
I DIDN’T COME FROM THIS ALPHABET. I CAME FROM THE NON-ALPHABETIC. I CAME 
FROM IDEOGRAMS. I CAME FROM 50,000 CHARACTERS. ݢ౯ӧંԭᬯӻਁྮᤒ̶౯ં
ԭᶋਁྮᤒ̶౯ᛔᤒਁ̶౯ᛔ�����ӻਁ̶�

One Language is Not Enough
MY MIND IS IN BEIJING – A CITY I LIVED IN FOR A DECADE BEFORE COMING TO 
LONDON. WORDS FAIL ME ALL THE TIME, WHETHER IN CHINESE OR IN ENGLISH. BUT 
I STILL CHURN MY WORDS OUT IN A FOREIGN WORLD, IN A LANGUAGE THAT I HOPE 
WILL BECOME MINE. 
౯ጱᖃኸࣁԧ۹Ղ҅ᬯӻ౯ࣁ൪کևශ֘ڹԧ܈ଙጱउ૱̶ฎᬕᨮ౯҅෫ᦞฎӾᬮ
ฎ̶֕౯ׁᆐአӞᐿ౯๗இਖ਼տંԭ౯ጱ҅ਖ਼౯ጱਁᘉᚸکᬯӻᴲኞጱӮኴ᯾̶ 

᮳ੜ�Ԟᦜࣁևශ�������&RQFLVH��������/DQJXDJH��������'LVFRXUVH��
*XR�;LDROX��PD\EH�LQ�/RQGRQ��������&RQFLVH��������/DQJXDJH��������'LVFRXUVH��



text blocked out in illustrator



paper & stitch



paper + stitching: choices

B3, B4

red thread in Chinese culture: 
์ᘌ (yuè lǎo) connects two people meant to 
be together with an invisible red thread


wearing red thread bracelets to ward of bad 
luck during your ଙ (běn mìng nián), 
sometimes thought of as a bad year


color red = general good vibes
paper: 
gives the two languages equal footing, 
whereas with fabric usually outward facing 
side is more important than the inward


255gsm somerset velvet

doesn’t tear easily, good weight

matte texture 



testing: 
feasibility of two sided embroidery on paper ✔ 

readability of words ✔

material strength/texture/personal preference: thick card > greyboard > plastic > tracing paper

paper + stitching: proof of concept test



1. finish letter J

2. flip page over to work on character  until the needle 

reaches near the top holes for letter I

3. flip page again to finish letter I

4. flip page to continue working on character 

paper + stitching: sample sewing process

1 2

3 4



technical production - printing & laser cutting



file preparation workflow

in order to mimic effect of text on the back of the 
page:

draw guide 1/2 width of artboard

select grouped text

press O to pull up reflect panel

alt click guide —> vertical reflect


1. block out text

2. separate into panels according to laser bed/printer 

constraints

3. make a copy in place

4. create outlines from type

5. set stroke to 2pt 0 dash 4.1 gap, align to corners

6. object —> expand stroke

7. delete extra dots by language

8. delete overlapping dots


150cm artboards & layout example:

without double sided printing (left column),

with double sided printing (right column).




laser cut 0.35mm holes, two separate pieces of paper ~250gsm (paper is second 
hand so I can only estimate weight)


relatively successful in staying intact

laser cutting: the introduction

back side 



thought file was made with 0.35mm holes but somehow was not


laser cut 0.1mm holes, single sheet of ~250gsm paper 

complete and utter failure, holes way too small for needle and 
distance between holes too narrow for paper not to rip

text also too small to read comfortably

laser cutting: the big problem



more testing on larger text, ~300gsm paper

different hole size + distance combination

chose 0.7mm hole, 2.1mm distance combination

paper + stitching: laser cutting the resolution

0.7

2.1



misalignment sadness

beautiful, textured, expensive, somerset velvet paper 

and misaligned laser dots

reprinted and lasered this panel


image on right: more precise laser-text line up



the double sided printing dilemma

workaround: print one side + vinyl/tracing paper outline for 
the other side

realizes both sides need to be printed for the participatory 
tables templates

go to outside vendor #1 in london: can only print double 
sided up to 450mm x 320mm

go to outside vendor #2 outside of london: will cost 195quid 

for seven panels around 600mm x 400mm of outlines

college print shop: recommend outside vendor

college print shop: can't print double sided large format

can print separately top colour/wallpaper and stick together

top: printed 
bottom: traced with colour pencil



top: printed 
bottom: traced with colour pencil



technical production - frame



frames

B3

3mm acrylic: easy to cut, not so good at staying glued together ✔

2 x 2 wood (right): good at staying together, but is a bit bulky

leftover plywood (top): sheets are not flat enough

width of dip: 4mm 

width of bit sticking out: 

4.4mm ✔

4.5mm 

5mm 

6mm 

3mm



unrealized frame dreams

B3

the لԆࣞ* 
gōng zhǔ fén, 

area in west Beijing, 

translation: princess tomb 


the อຎܯ* 
liàng guǒ chǎng, 

residential community in west Beijing, 

translation: dry fruit factory


*ikea names their frames after swedish places

1.5m 1.5m

0.7m

1.3m



feedback



people I talked to: audience

A5

put out a message in 2nd hand buy & sell group chat 

asking if people were willing to let me go to their house & take a photo of their desk + my miniatures

in exchange for milk tea


I asked them to read the material and tell me what they thought it was talking about (didn't tell them anything beforehand)

and then usually we would have a conversation about their experience moving to London <— rather unplanned



a girl moving from beĳing to london 
lost,  
why is she here? 
the place seems foreign to her

missing home

ordering at restaurants was hard, always 
had to think about what to say

no emotional attachment to people and 
surroundings, but had attachment to 
cultural references: harry potter, 101 
Dalmatians  
(protagonists met in Regent’s Park)

protagonist moves to london 
lonely, couldn't adapt to new environment 
misses a vague beĳing

general positive experience

like double exposure in film 
real/unreal, contradictory elements, 
the miniatures are like ॅ (yǐng bì, spirit 
screen), blocking the girl from actually 
going home

had friends from home who also came to 
london, took language class before 
starting officially and made friends, 
london has good food, 
not a lot of stress adapting



participation

A5,B3

materials
paper: ✔

double sided printing + laser cut


acrylic: 

laser cut holes + engraved outline

might be good for participation because material is 
sturdy, but cannot physically poke new holes




participation: sample kit

A5,B3

materials
paper with holes cut out

needle + thread

instructions



participation: sample kit responses

A5,B3

participant #1
native chinese speaker, fluent in english

living overseas

participant #2
english as second language, conversational in chinese

living in home country

pre determined dots: a bit restrictive but helpful at times. followed dots but also chose to do whatever was easier.

pain: (puncturing holes by hand) not so significant. threading needle through from back more difficult/accident prone.

rips: a couple of places, but not anxiety inducing - easy fixes

material: acrylic - weighty. holes would be too restrictive.

thread: need more.

while doing: over a couple of nights after dinner watching tv shows. meditative. don’t need to think but also needed 
complete focus. it’s an interesting mode to be in.


talked about process in phases -in the beginning —-> towards the end, finds what is comfortable/habitual for them takes a 
bit of time.

wasn’t clear in the beginning - instructions


pre determined dots: would have helped 
accidental stabs in hand from pushing needle through paper

rips in paper: thought was easy to fix 
while doing: lying down, holding it up to the light, listened to whatever other people in the house played

process: the first three: what am i doing?? —> push through —> developed tactic for letters —> therapeutic; 
enjoyed it, and sister saw, was interested, and did it too (blue lines)


didn’t know what to do with curvy letters like “O” 

double sided printing logistic is hard —> don’t let people do it themselves



participation: example response to sample kit responses

A5,B3

laser cutting template for my own sewing laser cutting template for participant sewing


